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Dairy Producers Can Now Enroll for 2023 Signup for Dairy 
Margin Coverage  
Dairy producers can now enroll for 2023 coverage through the Dairy Margin 
Coverage (DMC) Program, an important safety net program from the U.S. 
Department of Agriculture (USDA) that helps producers manage changes in 
milk and feed prices. Last year, USDA’s Farm Service Agency (FSA) took steps 
to improve coverage, especially for small- and mid-sized dairies, including 
offering a new Supplemental DMC program and updating its feed cost formula 
to better address retroactive, current and future feed costs. These changes 
continue to support producers through this year’s signup, which begins today 
and ends Dec. 9, 2022.  

DMC is a voluntary risk management program that offers protection to dairy producers when the difference 
between the all-milk price and the average feed price (the margin) falls below a certain dollar amount selected 
by the producer.   

So far in 2022, DMC payments to more than 17,000 dairy operations have triggered for August for more than 
$47.9 million. According to DMC margin projections, an indemnity payment is projected for September as 
well. At $0.15 per hundredweight for $9.50 coverage, risk coverage through DMC is a relatively inexpensive 
investment.  
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DMC offers different levels of coverage, even an option that is free to producers, aside from a $100 
administrative fee. Limited resource, beginning, socially disadvantaged or a military veteran farmers or 
ranchers are exempt from paying the administrative fee, if requested. To determine the appropriate level of 
DMC coverage for a specific dairy operation, producers can use the online dairy decision tool.   

Supplemental DMC  

Last year, USDA introduced Supplemental DMC, which provided $42.8 million in payments to better help 
small- and mid-sized dairy operations that had increased production over the years but were not able to enroll 
the additional production. Supplemental DMC is also available for 2023.  

Supplemental DMC coverage is applicable to calendar years 2021, 2022 and 2023.  Eligible dairy operations 
with less than 5 million pounds of established production history may enroll supplemental pounds.   

For producers who enrolled in Supplemental DMC in 2022, the supplemental coverage will automatically be 
added to the 2023 DMC contract that previously established a supplemental production history.  

Producers who did not enroll in Supplemental DMC in 2022 can do so now. Producers should complete their 
Supplemental DMC enrollment before enrolling in 2023 DMC. To enroll, producers will need to provide their 
2019 actual milk marketings, which FSA uses to determine established production history.  

DMC Payments  

 Additionally, FSA will continue to calculate DMC payments using updated feed and premium hay costs, 
making the program more reflective of actual dairy producer expenses.  These updated feed calculations use 
100% premium alfalfa hay rather than 50%. The benefits of these feed cost adjustments were realized in the 
recent August 2022 margin payment as current high feed and premium hay costs were considered in 
payment calculations.  

More Information     

In addition to DMC, USDA offers other risk management tools for dairy producers, including the Dairy 
Revenue Protection (DRP) plan that protects against a decline in milk revenue (yield and price) and the 
Livestock Gross Margin (LGM) plan, which provides protection against the loss of the market value of 
livestock minus the feed costs. Both DRP and LGM livestock insurance policies are offered through the Risk 
Management Agency. Producers should contact their local crop insurance agent for more information.  

For more information on DMC, visit the DMC webpage or contact your local USDA Service Center.. 
 

USDA Provides Payments of nearly $800 Million in 
Assistance to Help Keep Farmers Farming 
USDA announced that distressed borrowers with qualifying USDA farm loans have already received nearly 
$800 million in assistance, as part of the $3.1 billion in assistance for distressed farm loan borrowers provided 
through Section 22006 of the Inflation Reduction Act (IRA). The IRA directed USDA to expedite assistance to 
distressed borrowers of direct or guaranteed loans administered by USDA’s Farm Service Agency (FSA) 
whose operations face financial risk. 

Today’s announcement kicks off a process to provide assistance to distressed farm loan borrowers using 
several complementary approaches, with the goal of keeping them farming, removing obstacles that currently 
prevent many of these borrowers from returning to farming, and improving the way that USDA approaches 
borrowing and servicing. Through this assistance, USDA is focused on generating long-term stability and 
success for distressed borrowers. 

Work has already started to bring some relief to distressed farmers. As of today, over 13,000 borrowers have 
already benefited from the resources provided under the Inflation Reduction Act as follows: 

• Approximately 11,000 delinquent direct and guaranteed borrowers had their accounts brought current. 
USDA also paid the next scheduled annual installment for these direct loan borrowers giving them 
peace of mind in the near term. 
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• Approximately 2,100 borrowers who had their farms foreclosed on and still had remaining debt have 
had this debt resolved in order to cease debt collections and garnishment relieving that burden that 
has made getting a fresh start more difficult. 

In addition to the automatic assistance already provided, USDA has also outlined steps to administer up to an 
additional $500 million in payments to benefit the following distressed borrowers: 

• USDA will administer $66 million in separate automatic payments, using COVID-19 pandemic relief 
funds, to support up to 7,000 direct loan borrowers who used FSA’s disaster-set-aside option during 
the pandemic to move their scheduled payments to the end of their loans. 

• USDA is also initiating two case-by-case processes to provide additional assistance to farm loan 
borrowers. Under the first new process, FSA will review and assist with delinquencies from 1,600 
complex cases, including cases in which borrowers are facing bankruptcy or foreclosure. The second 
new process will add a new option using existing direct loan servicing criteria to intervene more 
quickly and help an estimated 14,000 financially distressed borrowers who request assistance to 
avoid even becoming delinquent. 

More details on each of the categories of assistance, including a downloadable fact sheet, are available on 
the Inflation Reduction Act webpage on farmers.gov. 

Similar to other USDA assistance, all of these payments will be reported as income and borrowers are 
encouraged to consult their tax advisors. USDA also has resources and partnerships with cooperators who 
can provide additional assistance and help borrowers navigate the process. 

The announcement today is only the first step in USDA’s efforts to provide assistance to distressed farm loan 
borrowers and respond to farmers and to improve the loan servicing efforts at USDA by adding more tools 
and relaxing unnecessary restrictions. Additional announcements and investments in assistance will be made 
as USDA institutes these additional changes and improvements. 

This effort will ultimately also include adding more tools and relaxing unnecessary restrictions through 
assistance made possible by Congress through the IRA. Further assistance and changes to the approach will 
be made in subsequent phases. 

Background 

USDA provides access to credit to approximately 115,000 producers who cannot obtain sufficient commercial 
credit through direct and guaranteed farm loans, which do not include farm storage facility loans or marketing 
assistance loans.  With the funds and direction Congress provided in Section 22006 of IRA, USDA is taking 
action to immediately provide relief to qualifying distressed borrowers whose operations are at financial risk 
while working on making transformational changes to how USDA goes about loan servicing in the long run so 
that borrowers are provided the flexibility and opportunities needed to address the inherent risks and 
unpredictability associated with agricultural operations and remain in good financial standing. 

In January 2021, USDA suspended foreclosures and other adverse actions on direct farm loans due to the 
pandemic and encouraged guaranteed lenders to follow suit. Last week, USDA reiterated this request to 
guaranteed lenders to provide time for the full set of IRA distressed borrower assistance to be made available 
before lenders take irreparable actions. 

Producers can explore available loan options using the Farm Loan Discovery Tool on farmers.gov (also 
available in Spanish) or by contacting their local USDA Service Center. Producers can also call the FSA call 
center at 877-508-8364 between 8 a.m. and 7 p.m. Eastern. USDA has tax-related resources available at 
farmers.gov/taxes. 
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USDA Formalizes Big Game Conservation Partnership with 
State of Wyoming 

USDA will provide a new package of investments in key conservation programs 
for fiscal year 2023, which includes funding to support increased staffing 
capacity and the deployment of streamlined program application processes for 
agricultural producers and landowners. Producers in the Wyoming pilot area 
will be able to apply for conservation programs that meet their unique needs 
starting this fall. <link to news release> 

 
Emergency Assistance for Livestock, Honeybee, and Farm-
Raised Fish Program (ELAP) 

ELAP provides emergency assistance to eligible livestock, honeybee, and 
farm-raised fish producers who have losses due to disease, adverse weather or 
other conditions, such as blizzards and wildfires, not covered by other 
agricultural disaster assistance programs. 

Eligible losses include: 

• Livestock - grazing losses not covered under the Livestock Forage 
Disaster Program (LFP), loss of purchased feed and/or mechanically harvested feed due to an eligible 
adverse weather event, additional cost of transporting water because of an eligible drought and 
additional cost associated with gathering livestock to treat for cattle tick fever. 

• Honeybee - loss of purchased feed due to an eligible adverse weather event, cost of additional feed 
purchased above normal quantities due to an eligible adverse weather condition, colony losses in 
excess of normal mortality due to an eligible weather event or loss condition, including CCD, and hive 
losses due to eligible adverse weather. 

• Farm-Raised Fish - death losses in excess of normal mortality and/or loss of purchased feed due to 
an eligible adverse weather event. 

If you’ve suffered eligible livestock, honeybee, or farm-raised fish losses during calendar year 2022, you must 
file: 

• A notice of loss within 30 calendar days after the loss is apparent (15 days for honeybee losses) 
• An application for payment by Jan. 30, 2023 

 
Filing CCC-941 Adjusted Gross Income Certifications 
If you have experienced delays in receiving Agriculture Risk Coverage (ARC) and Price Loss Coverage (PLC) 
payments, Loan Deficiency Payments (LDPs) and Market Gains on Marketing Assistance Loans (MALs), it 
may be because you have not filed form CCC-941, Adjusted Gross Income Certification. 

If you don’t have a valid CCC-941 on file for the applicable crop year you will not receive payments. All farm 
operator/tenants/owners who have not filed a CCC-941 and have pending payments should IMMEDIATELY 
file the form with their recording county FSA office. Farm operators and tenants are encouraged to ensure 
that their landowners have filed the form. 

FSA can accept the CCC-941 for 2018, 2019, 2020, 2021, and 2022. Unlike the past, you must have the 
CCC-941 certifying your AGI compliance before any payments can be issued. 

 

https://lnks.gd/l/eyJhbGciOiJIUzI1NiJ9.eyJidWxsZXRpbl9saW5rX2lkIjoxMTYsInVyaSI6ImJwMjpjbGljayIsImJ1bGxldGluX2lkIjoiMjAyMjEwMTkuNjUzNDk3ODEiLCJ1cmwiOiJodHRwczovL3d3dy5mc2EudXNkYS5nb3Yvc3RhdGUtb2ZmaWNlcy9VdGFoL25ld3MtcmVsZWFzZXMvMjAyMi91c2RhLWZvcm1hbGl6ZXMtYmlnLWdhbWUtY29uc2VydmF0aW9uLXBhcnRuZXJzaGlwLXdpdGgtc3RhdGUtb2Ytd3lvbWluZz91dG1fbWVkaXVtPWVtYWlsJnV0bV9zb3VyY2U9Z292ZGVsaXZlcnkifQ.GKmBY1v2rvAAQfCsMHt3oA_lofCOPRfzwBYUj4gyTKs/s/1120350452/br/146172149770-l


Before You Break Out New Ground, Ensure Your Farm 
Meets Conservation Compliance  
The term “sodbusting” is used to identify the conversion of land from native vegetation to commodity crop 
production after December 23, 1985.  As part of the conservation provisions of the Food Security Act of 1985, 
if you’re proposing to produce agricultural commodities (crops that require annual tillage including one pass 
planting operations and sugar cane) on land that has been determined highly erodible and that has no crop 
history prior to December 23, 1985, that land must be farmed in accordance with a conservation plan or 
system that ensures no substantial increase in soil erosion. 

Eligibility for many USDA programs requires compliance with a conservation plan or system on highly 
erodible land (HEL) used for the production of agricultural commodities. This includes Farm Service Agency 
(FSA) loan, disaster assistance, safety net, price support, and conservation programs; Natural Resources 
Conservation Service (NRCS) conservation programs; and Risk Management Agency (RMA) Federal crop 
insurance. 

Before you clear or prepare areas not presently under production for crops that require annual tillage, you are 
required to file Form AD-1026 “Highly Erodible Land Conservation and Wetland Conservation Certification,” 
with FSA indicating the area to be brought into production. The notification will be referred to NRCS to 
determine if the field is considered highly erodible land. If the field is considered HEL, you are required to 
implement a conservation plan or system that limits the erosion to the tolerable soil loss (T) for the 
predominant HEL soil on those fields. 

In addition, prior to removing trees or conducting any other land manipulations that may affect wetlands, 
remember to update form AD-1026, to ensure you remain in compliance with the wetland conservation 
provisions. 

Prior to purchasing or renting new cropland acres, it is recommended that you check with your local USDA 
Service Center to ensure your activities will be in compliance with the highly erodible land and wetland 
conservation provisions. 

For additional information on highly erodible land conservation and wetland conservation compliance, contact 
your local USDA Service Center. 

 
Top 6 Emergency Relief Program Checklist Items for 
Eligible Farmers 
FSA recently began mailing 5,200 pre-filled applications to commodity and specialty crop producers who 
obtained Noninsured Crop Insurance Disaster Assistance Program (NAP) coverage for the Emergency Relief 
Program (ERP), a new program designed to help agricultural producers impacted by wildfires, droughts, 
hurricanes, winter storms, and other qualifying natural disasters experienced during calendar years 2020 and 
2021. This mailing is in addition to the 303,000 pre-filled applications mailed out in May to producers who had 
crop insurance coverage for losses in 2021 and 2021. 

The past few years have been tough to say the least. As producers have dealt with the continued impacts of 
the COVID-19 pandemic, they have also struggled to recover from more frequent, more intense natural 
disasters. I am grateful that Congress passed, and President Biden signed into law the Extending 
Government Funding and Delivering Emergency Assistance Act (P.L. 117-43), which includes $10 billion in 
critical emergency relief. 

After extensive stakeholder outreach, including with producers and groups that have not always been 
included in USDA programs, our team began work developing a responsive, easier-to-access program that 
could be rolled out in phases. We’re now rolling out the first phase of ERP, which uses existing Federal Crop 
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Insurance or Noninsured Crop Disaster Assistance Program (NAP) data as the basis for calculating initial 
payments. 

By leveraging existing data, we have been able to already deliver $6 billion in assistance on a faster timeline; 
at the same time, my team and I are committed to ensuring that producers who do not have existing data on 
file with USDA are captured in the second phase of ERP, which will be explicitly focused on filling gaps in 
previously implemented emergency assistance. 

To apply for ERP Phase 1, here’s what you need to do: 

Check Your Mailbox 

The form being mailed to you includes eligibility requirements, outlines the application process, and provides 
estimated ERP payment calculations. Producers will receive a separate application form for each program 
year in which an eligible loss occurred. Receipt of a pre-filled application is not confirmation that a producer is 
eligible to receive an ERP phase one payment. This application takes about 0.176 hours (that’s less than 15 
minutes) for producers to complete, compared to the former Wildfire and Hurricane Indemnity Program – Plus 
application which took several hours for producers to complete and even longer for FSA staff.  

Check Your Eligibility 

ERP covers losses to crops, trees, bushes, and vines due to a qualifying natural disaster event in calendar 
years 2020 and 2021. Eligible crops include all crops for which crop insurance or NAP coverage was 
available, except for crops intended for grazing. Qualifying natural disaster events include wildfires, 
hurricanes, floods, derechos, excessive heat, winter storms, freeze (including a polar vortex), smoke 
exposure, excessive moisture, qualifying drought*, and related conditions. 

*Lists of 2020 and 2021 drought counties eligible for ERP are available online. 

Check Required Forms on File with FSA 

Producers must have the following forms on file with FSA: 

• Form AD-2047, Customer Data Worksheet.  
• Form CCC-902, Farm Operating Plan for an individual or legal entity. 
• Form CCC-901, Member Information for Legal Entities (if applicable). 
• Form FSA-510, Request for an Exception to the $125,000 Payment Limitation for Certain Programs (if 

applicable). 
• A highly erodible land conservation (sometimes referred to as HELC) and wetland conservation 

certification (Form AD-1026 Highly Erodible Land Conservation (HELC) and Wetland Conservation 
(WC) Certification) for the ERP producer and applicable affiliates. 

If you have previously participated in FSA programs, you will likely have these required forms on file. 
However, if you’re uncertain or want to confirm the status of your forms, contact your local FSA county office. 

Check Historically Underserved Status with FSA, If Applicable 

The ERP payment percentage for historically underserved producers, including beginning, limited resource, 
socially disadvantaged, and veteran farmers, and ranchers will be increased by 15% of the calculated ERP 
payment. 

To qualify for the higher payment percentage, eligible producers must have the following form on file with 
FSA: 

• Form CCC-860, Socially Disadvantaged, Limited Resource, Beginning and Veteran Farmer or 
Rancher Certification. 
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Check Your Future Insurance Coverage 

All producers who receive ERP phase one payments are statutorily required to purchase crop insurance, or 
NAP coverage where crop insurance is not available, for the next two available crop years, as determined by 
the Secretary. 

Coverage requirements will be determined from the date a producer receives an ERP payment and may vary 
depending on the timing and availability of crop insurance or NAP for a producer’s particular crops. 

The final crop year to purchase crop insurance or NAP coverage to meet the second year of coverage for this 
requirement is the 2026 crop year. 

Check Your bank 

Once the completed ERP application for payment is submitted to and signed by FSA, producers who have 
direct deposit should look for payment within three business days. 

More Information 

We have additional resources, including: 

• ERP July 27, 2022 News Release 
• ERP June 29, 2022 News Release 
• ERP May 16, 2022 News Release 
• ERP Fact Sheet  
• Answers to Frequently Asked Questions (FAQs) 
• Emergency Relief Webpage 
• ERP Notice of Funding Availability 

In addition to ERP, FSA is also implementing the first phase of the new Emergency Livestock Relief Program. 
At this time, FSA has made more than $590 million in payments to impacted livestock producers. 

Bottom line, we take your feedback seriously, and we wanted to deliver this relief as soon as possible. We 
learned from previous relief programs, and we’re excited to be getting this to you as swiftly as we can. 

 
Obtaining Payments Due to Deceased Producers 
In order to claim a Farm Service Agency (FSA) payment on behalf of a deceased producer, all program 
conditions for the payment must have been met before the applicable producer’s date of death. 

If a producer earned a FSA payment prior to his or her death, the following is the order of precedence for the 
representatives of the producer: 

• administrator or executor of the estate 
• the surviving spouse 
• surviving sons and daughters, including adopted children 
• surviving father and mother 
• surviving brothers and sisters 
• heirs of the deceased person who would be entitled to payment according to the State law 

For FSA to release the payment, the legal representative of the deceased producer must file a form FSA-325 
to claim the payment for themselves or an estate. The county office will verify that the application, contract, 
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loan agreement, or other similar form requesting payment issuance, was signed by the applicable deadline by 
the deceased or a person legally authorized to act on their behalf at that time of application. 

If the application, contract or loan agreement form was signed by someone other than the deceased 
participant, FSA will determine whether the person submitting the form has the legal authority to submit the 
form. 

Payments will be issued to the respective representative’s name using the deceased program participant’s 
tax identification number. Payments made to representatives are subject to offset regulations for debts owed 
by the deceased. 

FSA is not responsible for advising persons in obtaining legal advice on how to obtain program benefits that 
may be due to a participant who has died, disappeared or who has been declared incompetent. 

 
Applying for NAP Payments  
The Noninsured Crop Disaster Assistance Program (NAP) provides financial assistance to you for crops that 
aren’t eligible for crop insurance to protect against lower yields or crops unable to be planted due to natural 
disasters including freeze, hail, excessive moisture, excessive wind or hurricanes, flood, excessive heat and 
qualifying drought (includes native grass for grazing), among others. 

In order to participate, you must obtain NAP coverage for the crop year by the applicable deadline using form 
CCC-471 “Application for Coverage” and pay the service fee. Application closing dates vary by crop. 
Producers are also required to submit an acceptable crop acreage report. Additionally, NAP participants must 
provide: 

• The quantity of all harvested production of the crop in which the producer held an interest during the 
crop year 

• The disposition of the harvested crop, such as whether it is marketable, unmarketable, salvaged or 
used differently than intended 

• Acceptable crop production records (when requested by FSA) 

Producers who fail to report acreage and production information for NAP-covered crops could see reduced or 
zero NAP assistance. These reports are used to calculate the approved yield. 

If your NAP-covered crops are affected by a natural disaster, notify your FSA office by completing Part B of 
form CCC-576 “Notice of Loss and Application for Payment.” This must be completed within 15 calendar days 
of the occurrence of the disaster or when losses become apparent or 15 days of the final harvest date. For 
hand-harvested crops and certain perishable crops, you must notify FSA within 72 hours of when a loss 
becomes apparent. 

To receive benefits, you must also complete Parts D, E, F and G of the CCC-576 “Notice of Loss and 
Application for Payment” within 60 days of the last day of coverage for the crop year for any NAP covered 
crops. The CCC-576 requires acceptable appraisal information. Producers must provide evidence of 
production and note whether the crop was marketable, unmarketable, salvaged or used differently than 
intended. 

Eligible crops must be commercially produced agricultural commodities for which crop insurance is not 
available, including perennial grass forage and grazing crops, fruits, vegetables, mushrooms, floriculture, 
ornamental nursery, aquaculture, turf grass, ginseng, honey, syrup, bioenergy, and industrial crops. 

For more information on NAP, contact your local County USDA Service Center or visit fsa.usda.gov/nap. 
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USDA to Allow Producers to Request Voluntary 
Termination of Conservation Reserve Program Contract  

The U.S. Department of Agriculture (USDA) will allow Conservation Reserve 
Program (CRP) participants who are in the final year of their CRP contract to 
request voluntary termination of their CRP contract following the end of the 
primary nesting season for fiscal year 2022. Participants approved for this one-
time, voluntary termination will not have to repay rental payments, a flexibility 
implemented this year to help mitigate the global food supply challenges 
caused by the Russian invasion of Ukraine and other factors. Today, USDA 
also announced additional flexibilities for the Environmental Quality Incentives 

Program (EQIP) and Conservation Stewardship Program (CSP).    

FSA is mailing letters to producers with expiring acres that detail this flexibility and share other options, such 
as re-enrolling sensitive acres in the CRP Continuous signup and considering growing organic crops. 
Producers will be asked to make the request for voluntary termination in writing through their local USDA 
Service Center.   

If approved for voluntary termination, preparations can occur after the conclusion of the primary nesting 
season. Producers will then be able to hay, graze, begin land preparation activities and plant a fall-seeded 
crop before October 1, 2022. For land in colder climates, this flexibility may allow for better establishment of a 
winter wheat crop or better prepare the land for spring planting.   

Organic Considerations  

Since CRP land typically does not have a recent history of pesticide or herbicide application, USDA is 
encouraging producers to consider organic production. USDA’s Natural Resources Conservation Service 
(NRCS) provides technical and financial assistance to help producers plan and implement conservation 
practices, including those that work well for organic operations, such as pest management and mulching. 
Meanwhile, FSA offers cost-share for certification costs and other fees.  

Other CRP Options  

Participants can also choose to enroll all or part of their expiring acres into the Continuous CRP signup for 
2022. Important conservation benefits may still be achieved by re-enrolling sensitive acres such as buffers or 
wetlands. Expiring water quality practices such as filter strips, grass waterways, and riparian buffers may be 
eligible to be reenrolled under the Clean Lakes, Estuaries, and Rivers (CLEAR) and CLEAR 30 options under 
CRP. Additionally, expiring continuous CRP practices such as shelterbelts, field windbreaks, and other buffer 
practices may also be re-enrolled to provide benefits for organic farming operations.   

If producers are not planning to farm the land from their expiring CRP contract, the Transition Incentives 
Program (TIP) may also provide them two additional annual rental payments after their contract expires on 
the condition that they sell or rent their land to a beginning or veteran farmer or rancher or a member of a 
socially disadvantaged group.  

NRCS Conservation Programs  

USDA also encourages producers to consider NRCS conservation programs, which help producers integrate 
conservation on croplands, grazing lands and other agricultural landscapes. EQIP and CSP can help 
producers plant cover crops, manage nutrients and improve irrigation and grazing systems. Additionally, the 
Agricultural Conservation Easement Program (ACEP), or state or private easement programs, may be such 
an option. In many cases, a combination of approaches can be taken on the same parcel.  For example, 
riparian areas or other sensitive parts of a parcel may be enrolled in continuous CRP and the remaining land 
that is returned to farming can participate in CSP or EQIP and may be eligible to receive additional ranking 
points.  

Other Flexibilities to Support Conservation  

Additionally, NRCS is also offering a new flexibility for EQIP and CSP participants who have cover cropping 
including in their existing contracts. NRCS will allow participants to either modify their plans to plant a cover 
crop (and instead shift to a conservation crop rotation) or delay their cover crop plans a year, without needing 
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to terminate the existing contract. This will allow for flexibility to respond to market signals while still ensuring 
the conservation benefits through NRCS financial and technical assistance for participating producers.  

More Information  

Producers and landowners can learn more about these options by contacting FSA and NRCS at their local 
USDA Service Center.  

 
Update Your Records 
FSA is cleaning up our producer record database and needs your help. Please report any changes of 
address, zip code, phone number, email address or an incorrect name or business name on file to our office. 
You should also report changes in your farm operation, like the addition of a farm by lease or purchase. You 
should also report any changes to your operation in which you reorganize to form a Trust, LLC or other legal 
entity.  

FSA and NRCS program participants are required to promptly report changes in their farming operation to the 
County Committee in writing and to update their Farm Operating Plan on form CCC-902. 

To update your records, contact your local County USDA Service Center. 

 
USDA Updates Farm Loan Programs to Increase Equity 
The U.S. Department of Agriculture (USDA) is updating its farm loan programs to better support current 
borrowers, including historically underserved producers. These improvements are part of USDA’s 
commitment to increase equity in all programs, including farm loans that provide important access to capital 
for covering operating expenses and purchasing land and equipment.   

The 2018 Farm Bill authorized FSA to provide equitable relief to certain direct loan borrowers, who are non-
compliant with program requirements due to good faith reliance on a material action of, advice of, or non-
action from an FSA official. Previously, borrowers may have been required to immediately repay the loan or 
convert it to a non-program loan with higher interest rates, less favorable terms, and limited loan servicing.   

Now, FSA has additional flexibilities to assist borrowers in such situations. If the agency provided incorrect 
guidance to an existing direct loan borrower, the agency may provide equitable relief to that borrower. FSA 
may assist the borrower by allowing the borrower to keep their loans at current rates or other terms received 
in association with the loan which was determined to be noncompliant or the borrower may receive other 
equitable relief for the loan as the Agency determines to be appropriate. 

USDA encourages producers to reach out to their local loan officials to ensure they fully understand the wide 
range of loan and servicing options available that can assist them in starting, expanding or maintaining their 
operation.   

Additional Updates   

Equitable relief is one of several changes authorized by the 2018 Farm Bill that USDA has made to the direct 
and guaranteed loan programs. Other changes that were previously implemented include:   

• Modifying the existing three-year farming experience requirement for Direct Farm Ownership loans to 
include additional items as acceptable experience.  

• Allowing socially disadvantaged and beginning farmer applicants to receive a guarantee equal to 
95%, rather than the otherwise applicable 90% guarantee.  

• Expanding the definition of and providing additional benefits to veteran farmers.  
• Allowing borrowers who received restructuring with a write down to maintain eligibility for an 

Emergency loan.  
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• Expanding the scope of eligible issues and persons covered under the agricultural Certified Mediation 
Program.  

Additional information on these changes is available in the March 8, 2022 rule on the Federal Register.  

More Background  

FSA has taken other recent steps to increase equity in its programs. Last summer, USDA announced it was 
providing $67 million in competitive loans through its new Heirs’ Property Relending Program to help 
agricultural producers and landowners resolve heirs’ land ownership and succession issues. FSA also 
invested $4.7 million to establish partnerships with organizations to provide outreach and technical assistance 
to historically underserved farmers and ranchers, which contributed to a fourfold increase in participation by 
historically underserved producers in the Coronavirus Food Assistance Program 2 (CFAP 2), a key pandemic 
assistance program, since April 2021.  

Additionally, in January 2021, Secretary Vilsack announced a temporary suspension of past-due debt 
collection and foreclosures for distressed direct loan borrowers due to the economic hardship imposed by the 
COVID-19 pandemic.  

Producers can explore available loan options using the Farm Loan Discover Tool on farmers.gov (also 
available in Spanish) or by contacting their local USDA Service Center. Service Center staff continue to work 
with agricultural producers via phone, email, and other digital tools. Due to the pandemic, some USDA 
Service Centers are open to limited visitors. Producers can contact their local Service Center to set up an in-
person or phone appointment to discuss loan options.   

 
Biden-Harris Administration Makes $500 Million Available 
to Increase Innovative American-Made Fertilizer Production 
U.S. Department of Agriculture (USDA) Secretary Tom Vilsack today announced that the Biden-Harris 
Administration is making $500 million in grants available to increase American-made fertilizer production to 
spur competition and combat price hikes on U.S. farmers caused by the war in Ukraine. 

The Biden-Harris Administration’s Fertilizer Production Expansion Program is part of a whole-of-government 
effort to promote competition in agricultural markets. The funds are being made available through the 
Commodity Credit Corporation. 

Eligible entities are for‐profit businesses and corporations, nonprofit entities, Tribes and Tribal organizations, 
producer‐owned cooperatives and corporations, certified benefit corporations, and state or local governments. 
Private entities must be independently owned and operated to apply. 

The Department will begin accepting applications in the coming days via www.grants.gov. Notably, there will 
be two opportunities for submission. Learn more. 
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USDA is an equal opportunity provider, employer and lender. To file a complaint of discrimination, write: 
USDA, Office of the Assistant Secretary for Civil Rights, Office of Adjudication, 1400 Independence Ave., SW, 
Washington, DC 20250-9410 or call (866) 632-9992 (Toll-free Customer Service), (800) 877-8339 (Local or 
Federal relay), (866) 377-8642 (Relay voice users). 
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